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preferred factory or commercial life to the
schools. The evidence of this preference was
their wholesale exodus from schools when they
reached an age where they were acceptable to
employers or where they were not prevented by
law. Back of the exodus, universal as it is, there
is an urge of elemental force. A common ac-
counting- for it, the nearest at hand, is that par-
ents of working class children are penurious;
or that they are too ignorant to understand the
deteriorating effect of factory life on children;
or that they are too hard pressed in their physi-
cal needs to consider the best interest of the
children. This reason given for the failure
of the schools to supply children with matter of
interest or significance to them, explained only
why children did not want to stay in school; it
did not explain their eagerness to enter in-
dustry. None of the reasons accounted for the
zest of the children for wage earning occupa-
tion.

The failure of the schools to hold the children
gave educators who recognized the artificial
character of school curricula, their best reason
for introducing matter relating to industrial
life. The children's preference was indeed a
valuable indication where reality or real sub-